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Importance of Sanskrit and the “Little Guru” App
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Importance of Sanskrit and the “Little Guru” App  (FeREF 0

Introduction to Sanskrit

Sanskrit, which literally means "refined" or "purified", was considered as "Dev Bhasha", "Devavani" or the
language of the Gods by ancient Indians. Sanskrit is believed to be the most ancient language in the world. It
1s universally recognized as the language containing the earliest literature in the world. For expanding the
vocabulary to cope with the development of civilization, all languages of India and some of the neighbouring
languages like Singhalese, Burmese and Malaysian depend heavily on Sanskrit loan words. It is interesting
to know that Japanese too also contains a good number of Sanskrit words.

The sound of each of the 36 consonants and the 16 vowels of Sanskrit is fixed and precise since the very
beginning. They were never changed, altered, improved or modified. All the words of the Sanskrit language
always had the same pronunciation as they have today. There was no ‘sound shift,’ no change in the vowel
system, and no addition was ever made in the grammar of Sanskrit in relation to the formation of the words.

The reason is its absolute perfection by its own nature and formation.

Importance of Sanskrit

This unique language contains not only a good account of wisdom for the people of India, but it is also an
unparalleled and right way to acquire proper knowledge and is thus significant for the people of the entire
world. There is hardly any aspect of life untouched by Sanskrit literature and the corpus of Sanskrit
literature encompasses a rich tradition of poetry and drama, secular sciences like medical science, maths,
science, technology, philosophy, ethics and dharma ideas of Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and other ancient
Indian faiths. Sanskrit is also widely used as a ceremonial language in Hindu religious rituals and in some of
the Buddhist practices in the forms of hymns and mantras.

It is a language rooted in the Indian subcontinent, but is now spoken and cherished all around the globe.
Many countries across the world, which include western countries such as Australia, Germany, the United
Kingdom, the United States, and many European countries, are continually trying to revive this indigenous
diction.

China, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Malaysia, Myanmar, South Korea, Vietnam, South Africa, Brazil, Canada,
USA, Mexico, Israel, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, UK, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, and several other countries offer professional courses in Sanskrit. In these
countries, prestigious international universities such as Beijing University, Tel-Aviv University, University of
Paris, University of Munich, University of Queensland, University of Australia, University of Oxford, and
Harvard University offer a variety of Sanskrit courses.

In academia, students of Buddhism are encouraged to study Sanskrit for even a basic understanding of
the Sanskrit is a substantial aid in understanding the ancient Buddhist Sanskrit texts of Mahayana and
Vajrayana as well as Tibetan and Chinese texts.

In the present English speaking World, a lot of commonly used Buddhist terms are Sanskrit like, Samsara,
Dharma, Mantra, Pandit and Nirvana etc. Theravada Buddhists naturally use the Pali language and its
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terms, though, with everyone else, there is a decided preference for Sanskrit terms, which are seen as
original and default.

Sanskrit was adopted as a language of religious discourse during a later phase in Buddhist history. It
seems sometime shortly after the start of the common era, the Buddhists of northwestern India under the
Kushana dynasty (30-375 CE) adopted Sanskrit as their lingua franca, that is why the entire Mahayana
literature was produced in Sanskrit. In the course of its history, Mahayana Buddhism spread throughout
South Asia, Central Asia, East Asia and Southeast Asia., therefore, Sanskrit Buddhist treatises influenced
and shaped the Buddhist tradition of China, Taiwan, Mongolia, Korea, Japan, Vietnam, Nepal, Malaysia,
and Bhutan thoroughly.

Sanskrit and Japan

Buddhism also had a major impact on Japan and the esoteric True Word (Shingon) Sect was the most
important religion of the Heian Period (794-1192). The leading intellectual figure of this period was the priest
Kukai (773-835). Noting the difficulty of studying the Buddhist texts in translation and the importance of
understanding both the meaning and pronunciation of the Sanskrit original, Kukai wrote, “Unless one reads
the Sanskrit original it is impossible to distinguish the qualities of the vowels. That is why we must go back
to the source.”

The Sanskrit language was introduced to Japan in two ways: in the form of Sanskrit studies as well as by
means of constituting a basis for the creation of the Japanese alphabet. Sanskrit originally had no script, as
it was an orally communicated language, but came to use the Brahmi script in 3rd BCE, and then the
Siddham script in 3rd CE. After the 10th century, the current Devanagari script was developed for Sanskrit.
Thus, when the Japanese studied Sanskrit from the 8th to 9th centuries, Sanskrit was synonymous with
Siddham. When Sanskrit came to China, the Chinese people described Sanskrit sounds through Chinese
characters with a similar pronunciation. Then, the Japanese digested Sanskrit through simplified Chinese
characters, which re-developed into the Japanese alphabet, Kana.

The Indic writing system which the Japanese knew was called shittam (Z&22) by them. This term comes
from the Sanskrit siddham (“may it be perfected”), and denotes the script used to write Buddhist Hybrid
Sanskrit. The doctrinal origin of all the Japanese Buddhist sects may be found in ancient Sanskrit
Mahayana Sutras, but not only common Japanese people but even Buddhist priests have forgotten this
connection.

Alinguist, James H. Buck writes, “the Japanese syllabary of today would probably not exist in its present
arrangement had it not been for Sanskrit studies in Japan. Scholars of ancient Japan extracted from the
Devanagari those sounds which corresponded to sounds in Japanese and arranged the Japanese syllabary in
the Devanagari order. First appearing in a document dated 1204, this arrangement has been fixed since the
17th century. This arrangement was most convenient for the study of Sanskrit and was later applied by
scholars of the history of the Japanese language. It was a convenient means to order information and
perhaps, even, its early use has a parallel in the earliest English dictionaries which were arranged according
to our present alphabet, but whose major purpose was the study of a foreign language — for the English it

was Latin; for the Japanese, it was Sanskrit.” (The Influence of Sanskrit on the Japanese Sound System - \77?-72’7?7' gi.

Google Sites. (n.d.). https:/sites.google.com/site/sanskrtavak/home/resources/sa-ja).

Little Guru App: A funny way to learn Sanskrit through Games

Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Government of India has collaborated with
GamappSportswizz Technologies to develop “Little Guru”, the world’s first Gamified Sanskrit learning App.
There are many apps/websites available for learning Sanskrit, but the unique feature of Little Guru is that it
uses gaming techniques. This gamified approach to learn Sanskrit by using the latest Al-driven technologies
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and classical designs is developed to provide a unique and engaging learning experience, and its advanced
user interface ensures that learning Sanskrit is easy and fun.

With the belief that learning Sanskrit is a path to the discovery of Indian culture and heritage, this app
teaches different levels of Sanskrit starting from alphabets to speaking to reading to writing text, which
means you get to learn from Sanskrit basics to advanced Sanskrit and everything beyond.

The Little Guru application is for all age groups. So, even if you are a school student or someone who
wants to pursue their career in Sanskrit or if you want to learn Sanskrit for your personal beliefs, Little guru
is the right place for you. One can download the Little Guru app on Google Play: hbit.ly/3mDhnXo and App
Store://apple.co/3t8tAW.
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