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Abstract: Bilateral relations between Japan and India have gradually deepened
since the turn of the 21st century. While this trend is likely to persist, the prospect
of the relationship evolving into a formal alliance remains low due to differences in
the two nations' diplomatic policies. Although the two countries share an
indispensable bond, they still have a discrepancy arising from the gap between
their perceptions on each other. The key to the future lies in how they build a

mutually beneficial, "win-win" relationship.
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Abstract: This paper examines how Japan’s economic perceptions of India have
evolved, showing how long-standing expectations have translated into concrete
business commitments. According to government statistics and surveys by
government-related organisations, India ranked as Japan’s eighth-largest export
partner in 2025, driven by the India-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement, and as the top destination for mid-term business expansion, with a
growing share of companies holding concrete plans for new entry and additional
Investment. Furthermore, 75.6% of Japanese companies in India who responded to

the survey were profitable in 2025, driven by expanding domestic demand.
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China’ s Perception of Japan-India Relations

=i Bx (REXZFERPE #dR)
Emi MIFUNE

(Professor, Faculty of Law, Komazawa University)

BE

AR, BEIBMRICKT 2 HEOBHRICOWVWTERT L0 THD, H1H T, i
{ERR FOIP T HEIBR ORI T2 FEOEHIZ SV Tim U5, FHUH TIX, HH
BAER DREEI IR 2 FAE 2 2 T E ORI >V T L 5,

Abstract: In light of the intersecting dynamics of Sino-Japanese and Sino-Indian
relations, how does China perceive the continuing deepening of Japan—India
cooperation? Ultimately, China regards the enhancement of Japan—India relations
with vigilance on the one hand, while recognizing its limits and constraints on the
other, thereby grasping it from both perspectives of vigilance and limits. This paper

presents discussion of these two aspects in the following two sections.

Section I presents examination of salient aspects of China's vigilance while
observing the deepening of Japan—India relations aimed at China. China is wary of
deepening Japan—India relations under the diplomatic policy launched by the
Sanae Takaichi administration in May 2026: the Evolved Free and Open Indo-
Pacific (FOIP). China is particularly vigilant against Japanese attempts to build a
framework of "quasi-alliances" that is distinct from formal alliances in the broader
Asia—Pacific beyond Southeast Asia. Moreover, China appears to recognize that
Japan posits the Japan—India relationship as one component of this framework.

However, these Chinese perceptions represent "vigilance" rather than a "threat.”

Section Il elucidates China’s perception of the limited influence of deepening
Japan—India relations. Beljing recognizes that the outcomes of their "Special
Strategic and Global Partnership"” remain limited and that they are difficult to
realize. The arguments in this section attribute China's stance, that of "vigilance”

rather than a "threat,” to three main factors: the perceived divergence between
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Japan and India regarding their approaches to FOIP, declining US influence

alongside India’s diminished Quad presence, and India's "decoupling paradox”.
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