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Abstract: In the Lok Sabha election in 2024, the ruling BJP secured 240 seats (63
seats less than the previous election) falling short of a majority. However, the BJP
has been performing well in subsequent state assembly elections. This paper
examines the results of these state elections and their factors, and outlooks BJP one
party dominant political situation of India towards 2029 Lok Sabha election.
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Abstract: In the 2026 Assam State Assembly election, the National Democratic
Alliance, led by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), won a landslide victory by
securing 102 of the 126 seats. While immigration issues are always a major point of
contention in Assam due to its diverse population, the state’s heavy reliance on the
federal budget also tends to give the federal ruling party an advantage.

There are four main factors behind the BJP’s landslide victory this time. First,
Chief Minister Sarma’s strategy of projecting an approachable image. Second were
welfare policies, such as direct cash transtfers to women, implemented just before the
election; however, these were accompanied by pressure, with recipients told they
would not receive the payments unless they declared their support. Third was the
geographically unnatural redistricting (gerrymandering), which involved splitting
and merging constituencies with Muslim majorities, thereby reducing the number of
Muslim lawmakers. Fourth were hardline exclusionary policies, such as
“pushbacks”™—leaving people deemed illegal immigrants stranded at the
border—and large-scale forced evictions from state-owned land targeting Muslims.

The series of hardline measures, which conflated 1ssues of illegal occupation with
those involving foreign nationals, was an electoral strategy designed to position
Sarma as the “protector of Assam.” However, there are serious concerns that this
has replaced the traditional “anti-immigrant” narrative with an “anti-Muslim” one,
leading to further social division.
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FRALZ)VHBDALRFN—L A, F LTHIZIZA v RN OBEETS - 7208,
BJP BHE F CHAEAN=BRHBEDLARY KAL) A A—Unb s,
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ULDORFEEZENL KT D —F, BIJPICHREFZLZ a3 2 =5 0 ORELHLT [
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WS ODMDOFEEXTIE, AAY LADQENEFR LWL ) AR Y AZHOREXE553E|
LTty Ry —#HESEOEEXIIOE ST, LAY AR E HDRNE S BES
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B OB AZITHE SN2 E 2KV, RE2IZE D LEEREFRRE S,

ML, 29 Lz TRIEBR] HEAN] LN AX DL BEDIEA v REEN
THY, AV FHRZEETFEL WD ETHD, 7 v LT 1960 FER0HAE A
TR DT D DOHENE G S =2, EHEICL 2 HTOEANRLETH D | iTRoOE
BREDNRIZE > TUIEHE LA DT ENEHE LV, F72, ARTO AL DHESRE
ERICRE T 25ES OBUVEWR Y R I A THEAN L EEEND ANRLL, < DA
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BEAREURETEMESRE . EN—IILHEBBRUHILMOEH
The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) and Legislative Assembly Election
in Bihar and West Bengal

FH 5% (FERXREEFIHIR)
Tomoaki UEDA

(Professor, Faculty of Law, Toyo University)

BE

2025 - EN—/LINGREEREE L 2026 FPE S I VHEEEIERZRITI VT IRIE TR
S0 IATOI R E N O R (R EEUWET) BN5BRMOF R L RoT, Ak
BRORIEZ2 WD B RDPREFERICKR S B ME S 2o To & LTH @B AL
~ORFITESE E REHROEYEL TR DS LRV ERZRMETH D,

Abstract: The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, conducted for the
first time 1n nearly a quarter of a century, emerged as a major issue in the 2025
Bihar and 2026 West Bengal Legislative Assembly elections. The SIR decreased the
number of voters in Bihar by 4.7 million (6%) from approximately 79 million in
January 2025 and made West Bengal witness a massive decline of 9.1 million (12%)
from around 76.6 million in October 2025. It should be noted that Muslims
accounted for 34% among the deleted voters through the SIR while they comprised
27% of the population in West Bengal. The disproportionately high ratio of Muslim
deletion was the context where Mamata Banerjee leading the AITC whose core
support base is Muslim did not accept the electoral defeat and refuse to step down as
Chief Minister. Even if the substantial reduction in the electorate size had no
profound impact on the electoral outcomes, distrust in the voter lists could
undermine the legitimacy of electoral democracy itself.

ILC®HIT

HEA v Rk TERI2mET] (Special Intensive Revision : SIR) & FEIEN 5 3
ZENA O RRIERED, $%@%éﬁ@§§%@%&TMk;U@%E%%_k i[5}
W N STV D, JiTlIO SIR 23T 72 D1 2002 0> 5 2004 2T T THDHD T,
DUl < 50 OEmEPRfER E WD Z LD,

BN STR 28 it SAL72 DIE, 2025 4F 11 A ITMGEESBRE L X TV e — LT
b5, TD%, 2026 F 4 HOINEREFIZHDOE THEHXVTAMNLHZ I - F— Ry
JN72 ETH SIR BNEED BTz, 2027 FHITNESBEEZ TEL TCWD U v H L« TT75
—YallE Yy T — MNEE DT, 2026 4F 6 HEEA T 10 M & 3 DO HEEEFH T SIR
NET LTWD,

IHNBHD Y BE NN E TR T MIZIBUNT SIR NE-BFERNL o0 K FE & 72 1) B
B4 EAL LT 2 L 2 KR ClIMat 5, SIR Z2FT&E T B2 EHEESNA v FARK
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I. E2n—JU

1. 2025 EMFBERE

£7 2025 FFMFESIBRE T TOIEFEO e — UINEOTBIR BT 5,

EN— VN DL 72 I TH DT v T - Zv (BE—Uk) [JDU) ] 1%, 2017
R A TV BIP & DS A 2022 4 8 AT L, BiEY v F+#Z -« #/v (R]D) &
[RGB TR LT, JD(U) & BJP ORICEBRNAD Z Lil/e > = EE e — KX,
I« EFRERE K T T JDU) ZBENREEZ B O BEHOBBICH 7= A BRD,
H 5 OEREEEIC BT 55 2 %0 5RO BTV iE JDU) 28 L7- 9 2 T BJP
LT AEhE AT, IDU) TR OMNESFEE ORI ZUCFEHT 28 % & A
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L L2 TRKEA ] BHE T D) 1Y CTRE L7, 8 TRk B ER2E H AN
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Va7 VN EFEDN B DT & FUfR S BT, &F L~V TR BIJP B &
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(2T T T B ) A WIZ RN T, e D 2 < OFRFEXE D Y TAERT H ARG & &
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T, INDIA N CHREMHNL 25 SN2 Do 72 2 & b IR 2R 5 —KIC R o 72 & B 5
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JD(U) 2387 L7 BJP EEOERR EEHA (NDA) FEE 1T 2024 A FREREEIZE
W, BN U D 40 FERE D 9 6 30 i A ES L CHBFI LT, TOWNRIE, D) &
BJP ZZNEI 12 5EfFH. AROIW (T —24 « T4 F—RAJr) [LIPRV)] 2% 5 5.
HAM(S) 28 1 56 CTh - 7=,
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ERARER RIM) 28 4 #HFEThoH, ZORNTHICIERTEIX, D) 23FTE 0
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