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Special Contribution of JIA President Hirabayashi to
“The Contemporary India Forum”, 2022 Spring Edition
Retrospect of 70 Years since the Establishment of Japan-India
Diplomatic Relationship

BERSEER. T4 Y FEAXKEXE

President of Japan-India Association, Former Ambassador to India
o E

Hiroshi HIRABAYASHI

Abstract’ Japan and India concluded the Peace Treaty in 1952.

This article recalls 70 years of Japan-India relationship since, focusing on
their government-to-government relations, leaving other aspects in economic,
cultural, people-to-people contacts to the author’s book!. This article shares
observation and analysis which developed during the author’s tenure as
Japanese Ambassador to India from 1998 to 2002 and President of
Japan-India Association since 2007.

In May 1998, two months after my arrival in New Delhi, a newly started
Prime Minister A. B. Vajpayee administration led by National Democratic
Alliance tested nuclear weapons at Pokhran in the desert near the border with
Pakistan, which became the target of international protest and economic
sanctions. Japan and India experienced a set-back of their relationship
developed after the end of Cold War. The visit to India of Japanese Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori in August 2000 restored bilateral relationship by
launching with Indian Prime Minister A. B. Vajpayee ‘the Global Partnership
in 21th Century’, which stressed their responsibility as major powers In the
global community. In 2014, it was upgraded to ‘the Special Strategic Global
Partnership’, reflecting Chinese advancement into South Fast Asia, South
Asia and beyond. The recognition of strong spiritual bondage nurtured in
Japan-India history further pushed it up to ‘the Special, Strategic and Global
Partnership, with three adjectives.

Prime Minister Abe’s speech, ‘Confluence of the Two Seas’, delivered in Indian
Parliament in August 2007, founded the cornerstone of ‘Indo-Pacific Strategy’.
Alarmed by increasingly assertive China with ‘One Belt One Road’ strategy




and ever-strengthening military might, four countries of Indo-Pacific region,
Japan, US, Australia, and India, decided to form QUAD, four party dialogue.
The leaders of QUAD, President J. Biden, PM Y. Suga, PM S. Morrison and
PM N. Modi convened in the summit meetings in March 2021 in a video
conference, followed by a face-to-face meeting in September 2021 in
Washington D.C.
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1 Hiroshi Hirabayashi ‘The Last Superpower India’ published by NIKKEI BP,
in Tokyo and its English edition published by Aleph Book Company, New
Delhi.

2 https://worldjpn.grips.ac.jp/documents/texts/JPSA/19520609.TTJ.htm
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BEEROEBBERE : HFETHIREBESLXL

Japan-India Relations: Coexisting Closeness and Discrepancy

EFRBUAEE

International Political Scientist
AR

Takenori HORIMOTO

Abstract: Japan-India relations extend a history over 1500 years between
the 6th century till today. Other than China and Korea, this history would be
the longest one for Japan. Generally speaking, bilateral relations tend to be
quite knotty. Even in the case of the most cordial bilateral relations, their
relationship has not always seen eye to eye, to say the least of average and
usual bilateral relations. Such readings could be applicable to Japan-India
relations also. Then, how should understand the bilateral relations? My
provisional assessment and argument could be summarized as close relations
with discrepancies. I would like to delve into such aspects in the modern
period from the Meiji period onwards because of limited space. Correct
understanding of such aspects would go a long way to further Japan-India
relations in the future. I am convinced there do not exist quick solutions and
the only way out from such situations is possible through deep and frequent

dialogs and exchange of people of the two countries.

[FLC&HIZ

AAO ZEMEAGR T, HE - diff e oBREZRITIE, HEIEROBEE N KD
FV, 6 i oABUZ RN D 21 R E TOHK 1500 FEMIC K S, LnrL, <D
"HEBEARNRE D TH DL LI, BERAZBARILIHGTH-oTH, WD
BECHTEICH T 2HENFEIC B L CE& b iy, HHEIBMR S FIS T
F2, TRV WIFETELTCE LI/ A D, ©AA, BERDINPXIZHIND
EEARL bRV, BHAICHIE, BARTIE., ALBUERE N OALEFEEO R
(A2 R) BFWICEBR LS, A K (N) BDHAZEHRL WIS
IRV,

UL, MIBOHIRES & 50T, AR TIX, FHAEHILIREOTHAR B HIBIRICK
D, CEXHRVAFMBEEELZ2VESICLDD, HHIBEFRZEEL, 5% O
BEAMHEIZA T v T (FEH) L THREWD,
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Makoto KOJIMA

Abstract: Both Japan and India had a long history of economic interaction
as natural partners, which can be typically shown in the case of both textiles
and steel industries. The bilateral trade used to account for 10~15% of the
total Japan’s trade prior to the second world war, compared to the current 1%
level. The two countries became economically estranged from each other since
the mid-1960s, as India came to face the industrial stagnation under the
closed-economic system, while Japan jumped into the ranks of the world’s
leading industrial powers, deepening its economic ties with the Fast Asian
emerging economies. Meanwhile, Japanese FDI into India has shown a more
dynamic trend. Japanese automobile assemblers and auto part
manufacturer’s firm presence induced other companies engaged In steel,
machine, power plants, logistics and other various areas to come to India in
expectation of its expanding markets. It 1s also to be highlighted that
Japanese ODA has contributed greatly to enhancing Indian infrastructure
development. Not only was India the first recipient of Japanese ODA that was
started in 1958, but it has also been its largest recipient since 2003. Japan has
already left its footprint in Delhi Metro, and it is now committed to the
gigantic projects, including the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, the
Western Dedicated Freight Corridor, and the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High-Speed Railway, which could not have taken shape without the top-down
decision under the framework of Strategic and Global Partnership. Lastly, the
bilateral IT collaboration has been far below the potential level, but a new
trend of bilateral collaboration has emerged in those area of ICT deeply

associated with trust and security.
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