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Congratulatory Message for the 63rd Independence Day of India
from Yoshiro Mori, Chairman of the Japan-India Association
August 15th, 2009

On the auspicious occasion of the 63rd Anniversary of India’ s Independence Day, | have
the honor to send my warmest congratulations to the people and the government of India.

Thanks to its strong economic growth and vibrant democracy, India’ s future is bright and
its international stature ever growing. The last general elections successfully held in
April-May this year has proved that the “ largest democracy of the world” smoothly functions.
The participation of India in, and its contribution to, the world summit meetings such as
the dialogue with G8 leaders and the G20 summit are recognized as indispensable for the
management of world politics and economy.

As one of many Japanese friends of India, 1 welcome the ascendance of India in the world.
The relationship between Japan and India continues to develop in a satisfactory manner. Dr.
Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India, visited Japan twice last year the first to attend
Toyako summit and the second in the bilateral context, and enhanced further our already
excellent relationship. 1 expect that this year will see the visit of our Prime Minister
to India as agreed upon in our “ global strategic partnership” . Other visits of importance
took place in both ways, on official levels and in private sectors.

A wide range of dialogues and cooperation have been organized in various fields;
politico-security, trade and investment, energy and environment, culture, science and
academic cooperation. Japanese investment to India has been accelerated and the number of
Japanese companies has reached 550 companies and 838 points. India has become the largest
recipient of Japan’ s official development assistance (ODA). The amount of ODA provided by
Japan to India in FY 2008 amounted to 236 billion yen. Many important projects have been
implemented through Japan’ cooperation in such areas as urban metro-traffic systems in
big cities and power plants, reforestation, drinking water and sewage systems, better
sanitary conditions and poverty alleviation, support to education systems, etc.
Unprecedented big-scale projects such as the construction of a dedicated freight corridor
and the industrial corridor between Delhi and Mumbai are well in the progress.

It is my sincere hope that our constructive relationship will contribute to resolve global
issues such as the fight against the planet’ s warming, the nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation of mass-destruction weapons, the reform of the United Nations Security
Council and other international systems, and the fight against pandemics. Then Japan-India
relationship will become truly worth of the name of “ global strategic partnership”

The Japan-India Association, with its historical heritage of 106 years and many
well-intentioned members, is determined to endeavor for an even-more better relationship
between the two peoples.

8 15 “ The Japan Times” ,“ THE DAILY YOMIURI” ,“ International Herald Tribune(
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